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DAYSDAYS
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A 1937 Chevy and a 1961 Chevrolet Impala outside the legendary Surf Motel, Victoria, British Columbia. 
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"Deuce Days caught me by surprise first time around. In 2013 I’d been living in Victoria 
on Vancouver Island for a couple of years and I had quickly picked up that there was a 
vibrant car scene with shows and informal gatherings throughout the summer. So when 

I heard about an upcoming hot rod show I thought it might be worth a look and arranged for a 
couple of hours free of domestic and social obligations on a Saturday morning and headed for a 
nearby point on the coast where I was told cars would be gathering. I was met by the sight of hun-
dreds of hot-rods from all over North America, largely based on the iconic '32 Ford but including 
a formidable array of other hot-rods, rat-rods, muscle cars and classics. 

Two things quickly became apparent to me. I had brought the wrong camera, a compact Fuji X100 
that I carried everywhere with me but that had a fixed 35mm equivalent lense which put me 
too far from the action at my available vantage point and I’d brought a dead battery as backup 
for the one in the camera that only managed a handful of frames before expiring. As a lifelong 
photographer with an abiding interest in all forms of motorsport I found myself presented with a 
world class car show on my doorstep (over 700 cars in 2013) and I had two flat batteries and no 
available time. I got one vaguely interesting shot out of that morning and a determination to be 
properly prepared next time, which would be in three years!

The reason that Deuce Days is so much more than just another local hot rod show is local guy 
Al Clark.  Working single handedly in the garage of his suburban home Al has been turning out 
hot rods to rival those of the big speed shops in California for 25 years and since Al specialists in 
’32 Fords it made sense that, when he started arranging meetings of his friends, a lot of deuces 
showed up. 1998 brought  about 100 cars together for a day and Deuce Days has expanded every 
three years since then, becoming a three day event in 2004 and having close on 1400 cars reg-
istered in 2019 from all over North America. Of that total 650 were street rods based on Henry 
Ford’s 1932 design.

1929 Model A roadster
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Above (top) 1932 roadster and 1965 Pontiac GTO. Bottom, '32 Roadster. Above (top) 1932 5 window coupe and friends. Bottom, Al Clark’s 32 roadster So-Lo II.
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1961 Pontiac lowrider
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In 2016 I had a plan. I cleared the weekend and decided to make 
4 visits. Thursday and Friday evenings after work to catch the cars 
hanging out around the hotels and bars of the inner harbour, Sa-
turday morning to see the rollout for the start of the poker run 
around the island and really early Sunday morning to get the cars 
when they were being moved into position for the show and shine 
that ends the weekend and brings out huge crowds that make 
photography, and even walking, really difficult! By 2016 I was 
using a small Fuji Xe-2 and I decided I would use just one lense for 
each visit. Shooting parked cars from the sidewalk on the Thursday 
evening with the 18mm (28mm equivalent) produced results that 
were too distorted by the wide angle perspective and being able 
to assess the results and go back the next night with a 35 mm 
(50mm equivalent) produced a much better collection of images. 
On the Saturday morning I took an 18-55 zoom to the assembly 
area for the poker run and was able to combine candid portraits 
of drivers with their cars using the telephoto end of the rage with 
wider landscape style shots showing the cars against the spectacu-
lar backdrop of the Straits of Juan de Fuca and the Olympic moun-
tains. On the Sunday morning I knew that I’d be taking pictures at 
close quarters again as the cars were wheeled into position along 
the harbour front. With their cars safely parked the drivers were 
then free to wander around and inspect the rest of the show be-
fore the crowds descended. Wearing their best show day finery of 
colourful Hawaiian hot rod shirts and T shirts and lit up in the low 
early morning sun it quickly became evident that these were the 
stars of this part of the show. Using a little Fuji X-70 with a flip out 
screen and touch focusing I was able to hold the camera down at 
waist level like an old twin lense reflex and unobtrusively capture 
the colourful graphics as wearers walked past me in the crowd. By 
9 a.m it was time to get away from the crowds, pick up a strong 
coffee and head for home. 

Opposite,1932 3 window coupe. Above, 1932 roadster.
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The 2016 show produced a collection of images I was pleased with and 
made up for the frustrations of 2013. In the run up to the 2019 show 
I held an exhibition of the shirt photographs at a local photo cafe and 
gave an illustrated talk entitled Strategies for Photographing Deuce 
Days. Assembling the exhibition and preparing the talk brought home 
the realisation that my photographs were predominantly static and that 
movement and action were missing despite being a key aspect of the 
event. So for 2019 I decided that I would avoid repeating any of the 
previous scenarios and instead concentrate on trying to capture the 
cars in motion. The blue hours of late evening provided the perfect 
backdrop as the lights of the hotels and bars came on and the cars came 
cruising past with their headlights on. I hope that the low light panning 
shots capture something of the excitement of these cars in what seems 
to be their natural environment. For the daytime shots I picked a spot 
on the Saturday run where the drivers accelerated to climb a short hill 
and the stance and speed of the cars gave a sense of the power that 
they so rarely get to use. 

Bringing images together from the two events has highlighted how 
fortunate I am to be able to  revisit this event, over a period of days and 
years, learning from mistakes, identifying omissions and  concentrating 
on themes rather than trying to capture bits of everything at the same 
time.

And plans for 2022? Well Al said in 2016 and 2019 that each would 
be the last Deuce Days festival he would organize but if he can be 
persuaded to do it again then I definitely plan to be there, with a bag 
full of film.

Above, 1932 roadster. Opposite, 1932 sedans.
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1950 Ford two door sedan.
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"Not quite sure the purpose of this
This lonely late night drive
But sometimes you just need to run away
To make it out alive"

Excerpt from Late Night Drive
by OrSoUrDogSaid

1961 Mercury Comet.


